
MISSION/VISION STATEMENT

Faith United Church of God

Mission Statement

“Love God, grow together in Christ, serve others”

Vision Statement

We seek to love God through:

Worship

We envision a diverse congregation joyously gathering for worship, eager to praise our God as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who has come to love, save, and transform us. We desire our worship to:


· Be varied in style and setting in order for it to be meaningful to people of all ages 
· Encourage, promote, and practice corporate prayer

· Include and develop the gifts of people of all ages in music, drama, scripture reading and technical support  

· Encourage the use of new technologies for the enhancement and availability of our worship services

· Help us understand and discern God’s will for our lives
· Have services in addition to Sunday morning
We seek to grow together in Christ through:

Discipleship
We envision a congregation fully devoted to growing the character of Christ within every person, where we experience grace and forgiveness and also a true Christ-likeness. We desire our discipling to:

· Challenge, support, and sustain people at all stages of faith

· Challenge people to daily practice the spiritual disciplines such as Bible study and prayer

· Assist people in the discovery, development, and implementation of their spiritual gifts

· Encourage people to be actively involved in ministry

· Provide opportunities for mentoring and leadership development

· Challenge our teens through a vital and active youth ministry

· Challenge us to always be good stewards of the resources God has given us

Fellowship
We envision a congregation where everyone experiences love, acceptance, and connection; where everyone receives guidance and encouragement. We desire our fellowship to:

· Be open and inviting, creating an environment where all sense they are welcome

· Be experienced through people opening their homes to others for meals, friendship building, and sharing

· Build relationships through belonging to a small group

· Be strengthened through serving together in a variety of meaningful ministries
We seek to serve others through:

Evangelism
We envision sharing the Good News of Jesus with thousands of people in the greater Grand Rapids area and around the world. We desire our focus on evangelism to:

· Lead us to equip and encourage people to live out their faith

· Inspire Faith United to be a place where people meet Jesus

· Encourage and promote effective ministry that will embrace change, innovation, passion, and excellence in every aspect of our church life

· Enable us to receive the blessing of numeric growth, and by 2011, grow to a church of 240 so that we might plant a congregation in the greater Grand Rapids area

Compassionate Ministries
We envision serving the hurting, the hungry, the homeless, and the hopeless in the greater Grand Rapids area and beyond, so that they might experience the healing love of Christ. We desire to give ourselves to compassionate ministries through:

· Creating an environment where Faith United will make a difference in individuals and communities

· Increasing our volunteer efforts in the greater Grand Rapids area

· Encouraging youth and adult service projects in the inner city of Grand Rapids

· Financially supporting outreach projects dedicated to the needs of the less fortunate

· Increasing awareness of service projects through effective communication

· Developing a solid, Bible-based, Christian Pre-school and/or day care that can serve the congregation and the community

Core Values

We value: 

· Christ-centered lives 

· A caring congregational environment

· Commitment to church and one another 

· Community service and social responsibility 

· Sharing the gospel with individuals, our community, and the world 

· Biblical leadership 

· Blended worship  

· Small groups and fellowship

· Stewardship of resources
· Partnership with other churches

· Cultural diversity in our congregation
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